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ELEMENT 13 -- APPLIED LINGUISTICS

▸ Key Questions for self-quizzing before and after.  

▸ How does the story of Franco relate to applied 
linguistics?  

▸ How do we define applied linguistics?  

▸ What is forensic linguistics? 

▸ What is graphetics?  

▸ What is retrieval and spacing?

What do dictators have 
to do with linguistics?

Guernica (Picasso)

Franco enforced a strict language policy. In answer to the 
question, “What should we do about language?” he was clear.

The Dark Side of Linguistics

• How did Franco "apply linguistics?" 

• He did not inform his language policy 
with the science or study of language. 

• He make language policy for power.   

• But with applied linguistics, we want 
to apply accurate knowledge about 
language to solve real problems. 

Main ! Points 
• Applied linguists apply knowledge about language in the world. 

We work mainly with language teaching and learning. But we 
also deal with many aspects of language and daily life.

Definitions

• We use linguistic theories, methods, and 
findings to solve language problems. 

How many 
languages are 

spoken in Spain?

Problem: 
What legal and 
educational 
status should we 
give minority 
languages in 
Spain?

What are the top 
three Spanish 

speaking 
countries?

Language Policy

• Should we “mainstream” the children of 
immigrants? 

• Give no attention to their first 
language? 

• Should we teach them to read in 
Spanish first, and then English?

Photo by globalgiving.org

Language Policy

• It’s easier for kids to read in their L1. 

• After they learn to read their L1, they can more easily read the L2 . 

• The L1 reading skills form the basis for L2 skills. 

Education and AL

• First-language education 

• Second-language education 

• Foreign-language education 

• Clinical Linguistics 

• Deaf education 

• Language-testing

The High Test (GAOKAO)

• Critics say the exam 

• promotes rote learning 

• hobbles creativity  

• leads to enormous psychological strain  

• favors students from large cities and  
wealthy families 

• nytimes.com 6/30/2012
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Testing

• Endless test prep is the number one 
reason that students come to my class 
hating to read. They don’t think test prep 
is one kind of reading; they think it is 
reading. 

• Donalyn Miller — The Book Whisperer

Work and Law

• Workplace communication 

• Language planning 

• Forensic linguistics 

• 科学捜査 (KAGAKU SOHSA)



The FBI used forensic linguistic evidence to catch the Unabomber

Other Ways

• Discourse Analysis 

• Lexicography 

• Translation 

• Stylistics 

• Design & Typography

Typography

• How does typography communicate 
meaning? 

• Graphetics: What are the physical 
properties of written signs? 

• How does the font affect the 
message? 

The  
form of 

 text 
affects 

meaning

Application: RISE-&-GO!
• Retrieval 

• Interleaving 

• Spacing 

• Elaboration 

• & 

• Generation 

• Opining Positively (Growth Mindset)

Retrieval

• With RETRIEVAL, we recall from memory 
words, grammatical structures, ideas, 
events, and stories.  

• Flash cards, simple quizzes, and self-
quizzes are good ways to do retrieval 
practice. 

cultofpedagogy.com/retrieval-practice/

Spacing

• With SPACING, we do retrieval after a 
space of time, after forgetting starts.  

• Compare with massed-practice.  

• Spacing and retrieval feel harder. But 
the effort produces learning.  

• Flash cards or self-quizzing work for 
retrieval, interleaving, and spacing. 

Elaboration

• With ELABORATION, we make new 
material meaningful by putting it in our 
own words. 

• Connect the new information with 
what you know. 

• Make your own sentence with new 
words. 

dataworks-ed.com/

Generation and Opining

• With Generation, we try to solve a 
problem before seeing the solution.  

• Trial and error learning.  

• Make brain more receptive. 

• Opine positively. 

• Fixed mindset 

• Growth mindset. 

The End

• With applied linguistics, we apply the 
RISE-&-GO principle for language 
learning and teaching.  

• Norbert Schmitt, we "solve some 
problem in the real world."  

• Solving many kinds of problems. 


