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TASK-BASED LANGUAGE TEACHING

▸ Key Questions for self-quizzing before and after.  

▸ What is task-based teaching? 

▸ What will students know when they have completed a task? 

▸ Give an example of a task that is about vacation or a visit in 
a new place. 

▸ What are three clear outcomes of a problem solver activity? 

▸ Describe how to do a picture gap activity and a WIT activity. 

▸ What are opinion and reasoning gap tasks?

DEFINITION

•Willis (1996) de!ines tasks as "activities where the target 
language is used by the learner for a communicative purpose 
(goal) in order to achieve an outcome." 

•Students use English in real communication so they can reach 
a clear goal with tangible outcomes. 

PRINCIPLES
•Students make, plan or do something. Tasks 

•are meaningful, require communication, and have clear 
outcomes. 

•When students have completed a task, 

• they will know if they communicated or not.  

•With tasks, we acquire language through the use (input/
output).

SYNTHETIC/ANALYTIC 
•With the synthetic approach, we teach sequences of linguistic 

units, and the students must synthesize them in order to use 
them in real life.  

•With the analytic syllabi, we organize teaching in the ways 
people actually use language.  

•We have a linguistic-oriented syllabus.  

•We have a meaning and purpose oriented syllabus. 

TASK EXAMPLE
•Tasks require clear outcomes.  

•Plan for 3 day vacation in ____.  

•Plan a night out in Tokyo.  

•Students must communicate to produce the outcomes.   

•When learners produce the outcomes, we know they have 
communicated successfully. 

PROBLEM SOLVER
•Suggest 

•Suggest !ive good places to visit in Tokyo.  

•Harry and his friends are not getting along well. This can happen to 
anybody. Suggest !ive things people can do to get along better.  

•Choose 

•Choose the best one.  

•Rank 

•Rank the places from A to B. 

PROBLEM SOLVER

•Hiro came from Japan to study in the 
United States. At school, he felt 
shocked. American students clearly 
state their strong opinions. A student 
said, “The president abuses his power, 
and he always lies.” A student answered, 
“He wants to protect us from people like 
you!” How can Hiro understand 
American students better? Here are 
some suggestions. Rank your choices.

INFORMATION GAP: PICTURES

•Describe the picture. 

•Student A sees the picture.  

•Student B cannot see the picture. 

•A describes the picture to B. 

•B draws the picture based on the description. 

INFORMATION GAP: PICTURES
•Get a pencil and a blank piece of paper.  

•Get in pairs. 

•A faces the screen. 

•B faces A. 

•A describe the picture. 

•B draws the picture based on A’s description. 

OPINION GAP TASK

•Students show their personal 

•preferences, feelings, or attitudes 

•while completing a task.

OPINION GAP TASK
•Find a partner.  

•Your imaginary friend is not healthy. He drinks. He smokes. He’s 
overweight. His brother has the same problems and just died.  

•With a partner, make a list of at least 3-5 new habits your 
friend should do to get healthier.  

•Condition: Each member gives 2 unique opinions.  

•He should. . . 

OPINION GAP TASKS EXAMPLES
•Should there be “priority seats” or not? 

•What are some good date ideas? 

•When I say, “Chinese Food,” what do you imagine !irst? 

•Should we teach English in elementary school? 

•What are some good movies to see? 

•What music should I buy?



REASONING GAP TASK

•With a partner, solve this riddle. 

•“Why is the math book always sad? 

•Hint: Because it’s. . . 

REASONING GAP TASK

•With a partner, solve this riddle. 

•“Why is the math book always sad? 

•Answer: Because it’s full of problems.

REASONING GAP TASK

•With a partner, solve this riddle. 

•“What has four legs but cannot walk?” 

•Answer: A table

REASONING GAP TASK

•With a partner, solve this riddle. 

•“Which letter in the alphabet always wants to !ind reasons?” 

•Answer: Y (why?)

REASONING GAP TASK

•With a partner, solve this riddle. 

•“An airplane crashes right on the border between the United 
States and Mexico. Where would they bury the survivors?” 

•Answer: The survivors didn’t die, so they don’t need burial. 

INPUT!PROVIDING TASKS

•Students listen to input from peers or the teacher. 

•As they listen they complete a task.  

•Do picture-tasks about 6 di"erent sports. 

•Rank sports from most  to least dangerous.  

•Rank sports from most to least favorite. 

INPUT!PROVIDING TASKS
•Partner A faces the screen. 

•Partner B faces Partner A. 

•Partner A describes the picture.  

•Partner A can say words on the screen.  BUT. . .  

•Partner A can cannot say crossed out words.  

•You get your partner to say them. 
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WIT: What Is it Gap

•Get in pairs.  

•A faces the screen. 

•B faces A. 

•A describe the pic -- But DO NOT say what it is.  

•B guess the what the picture is. 

What is it? 
Robot Hand

What is it? 
Desktop Computer

JIGSAW STORIES
•Divide the class into 4 (or more) groups.  

•Give each group a short and simple AESOP story.  

•Members summarize this information.  

•Who are the characters? Where does the story happen? What are the 
events? What is magical? 

•One member from each group (and each story) joins a new group. Each 
member summarizes the story.  

•Then each group gives a presentation about what each story has in common.


