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ELEMENT 8 -- LANGUAGE AND SOCIETY 
(SOCIOLINGUISTICS)

▸ Key Questions for self-quizzing before and after.  

▸ How do we define sociolinguistics? 

▸ In sociolinguistics, what three things do not define 
language? 

▸ What are the differences between dialect and style? 

▸ What are the four aspects of communicative competence? 

▸ What is a pidgin, and what is a creole? 

▸ How do gender roles affect language use?

When Siri first came out, she couldn't understand Scottish. 

YOUTUBE CHANNEL -- Gavin McInnes 
youtube.com/user/thegavin2000

Introduction

• What does this problem reveal about 
language and society? 

• Different groups use different dialects. 

• We know groups by accent/dialect.  

• People might "see you differently" 
because of your accent.  

• Dialects may differ in social status. 

Main ! Point 
With sociolinguistics, we see how social groupings, social status, 
and gender affect the way people use and switch linguistic codes. 
We also see how social factors affect pidginization, creolization, and 
the death of languages. And we see how globalization affects the 
use of mutually common languages called lingua francas. 

Sociolinguistics

• The "Scottish Siri" shows how social 
groups speak different dialects. 

• The social group is a "speech 
community."  

• The sociolinguist asks: How does a 
speech community use language?

Sociolinguistics

• How does language relate to society? 

• How do ethnicity, class, sex, and social 
groups affect language use?

Define Language

• English, Scottish, Welsh, and Irish all 
speak English and English slang.  

• They live in different places.  

• Location does not define language. 

Define Language

• Russian Jews speak Russian. 

• Ethnicity does not define language. 

• Race doesn’t define it. 
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Define Language
• A Scotsman from Glasgow and a Cockney 

from east London both speak English. 

• But sometimes they cannot easily 
understand each other.    

• A German speaks German to a Dutch 
speaker from Holland who speaks Dutch.  

• They understand each other better 
than the Scotsman and Cockney.  

• Mutual comprehension does not 
define language.

Define Language

• We DO NOT define language by location, 
race, mutual understanding.  

• The speech community defines 
language by how they use it. 

WHAT AM I SAYING? I CAN'T DO THAT! Dialect

• What is a dialect? 

• Within a speech community, language 
varies because of. . .  

• location, age, jobs, socio-economic 
status, ethnic group, and gender. 

• Language varies in phonology syntax 
and lexis. It is not just accent.
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Style

• In simple terms, what is STYLE? 

• We see style in how language use 
varies depending on social situations.  

• People use language differently in 
various social settings. 

• Language varies syntactically, 
lexically, and phonologically. 

Style

• Oh, beautifully done! I can't tell you how 
grateful I am to y'all.  

• Now, for one last favor.  

• If the three ladies with collars would 
kindly walk out of the ring, I'd be very 
much obliged.

Appropriate Style

• To a child, you don’t say. . .  

• Could you please kindly refrain from 
speaking… 

• To a judge, you don’t say. . .  

• Yo, judge, shut your face! 

• This is one aspect of "communicative 
competence." 

Style

• Communicative Competence 

• Grammatical Competence 

• Discourse Competence 

• Strategic Competence 

• Sociolinguistic Competence 

• Canale and Swain (1980)



Mixed Codes

• What happens when we mix codes? 

• We get a pidgin. 

Pidgin

• What is a pidgin?  

• A pidgin simplified language made from two or more languages.  

• Speakers use it as a lingua franca.

Da Jesus Book

• Genesis 1:1-2 Standard English 

• In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth 
was formless and empty.  

• Da Start 1:1-2 Da Jesus Book 

• Da time wen eryting had start, God wen make da sky an da world. Da 
world come so no mo notting inside, no mo shape notting.

Creole

• What happens if children learn a pidgin 
as their L1? 

• If a group of people learn a pidgin as 
first language, the language develops 
and grows.   

• The language transforms from a 
pidgin to a fully complex language. 
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Language and Gender

• What is the relation between language 
and gender? 

• How do men, woman speak differently? 

• How does gender identity affect 
language? 

Gendered Title Gender Neutral Title

businessman, businesswoman business person/person in business

chairman, chairwoman chair, chairperson

mailman, mailwoman, postman, postwoman mail carrier, letter carrier, postal worker

policeman, policewoman police officer

salesman, saleswoman salesperson, sales associate, salesclerk

steward, stewardess flight attendant

waiter, waitress server, table attendant, waitron

Language and Gender

• In English speaking countries, women 
tend to speak closer the standard.   

• Women use more hedges—softeners. 

• "Try restarting your computer." 

• I’m not an expert, but you might try 
restarting your computer.  

• "That’s false." 

• "That’s false, isn’t it?"

Gender in Japanese
• Quiz: Boys, Girls, Men, or Women? 

• atashi 

• ore-sama 

• koitsu, aitsu, soitsu 

• kisama 

• kashira 

• wa yo 

• anta

Reference: www.the519.org

I got lost in Paris, and I don't speak French. 
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• What is a lingua franca? 

• It is a bridge language 

• for people who don’t share a mother tongue. 

Conclusion

• Gender, social status make language more complex.  

• Social situations affect how you use language.  

• Languages are also involved in conflict. 

• And some languages are dying.  

• For better and worse, people are using big languages as lingua francas. 


