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THE DIRECT METHOD

▸ Key Questions for self-quizzing before and after.  

▸

AUDIO!LINGUAL METHOD

•“The linking of structuralism (a linguistic theory) to 
behaviorism (a learning theory) produced Audiolingualism.” 

•Richards, J. C., & Rodgers, T. S. (2001). Approaches and 
Methods in Language Teaching (2 edition). Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press.

SKINNER AND BEHAVIORISM
•Skinner claims that we can learn 

extremely complex behavior  

•by imitation, repetition, and 
reinforcement.  

•Chomsky argues for a 
Universal Grammar: 
biologically innate grammar 
acquiring ability. 

Which one is Skinner? Which one is Chomsky?

STRUCTURAL SYLLABUS

• The table of contents from the extremely 
popular spoken grammar book Side by 
Side lists each chapter by grammar topic. 

• Side by Side, by Steven J. Molinsky,  Bill 
Bliss 

AUDIO!LINGUAL METHOD

•Drill students in grammar patterns and dialogs.   

•Students imitate, practice, and memorize.  

•Aural-oral training is the foundation. 

AUDIO!LINGUAL METHOD

•Students over-learn grammar habits.  

•Explain grammar after learning (inductive) 

•Students make good habits and avoid mistakes.  

•Repetition, reinforcement, and correction. 

AUDIO!LINGUAL METHOD

•The “combination of structural linguistic theory, contrastive 
analysis, aural-oral procedures, and behaviorist psychology 
led to the Audiolingual Method.” 

•Richards, J. C., & Rodgers, T. S. (2001). Approaches and 
Methods in Language Teaching (2 edition). Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press.

AUDIO!LINGUAL METHOD

•Students often could not transfer skills acquired through ALM 
to communication in the real world.  

•And they found the approach boring and unsatisfying.

AUDIO!LINGUAL METHOD
•Critics would say ALM is anti-communicative.  

•Is it the “drill and kill” method? Key questions:  

•Does it work? Does it motivate? 

•Does it help us communicate? 

•Does it use cognition or creativity? 

•Does it help us develop competence?

AUDIO!LINGUAL METHOD

•ALM can work. 

•Some students may !ind ALM motivating. 

•But it can get boring fast. 

•Dialogs are often not meaningful.  

•They are not about anything real. 

AUDIO!LINGUAL METHOD

•ALM alone doesn’t cause communicative competence.  

•“Language is not a habit structure.” Chomsky 

•We process language creatively. 

AUDIO!LINGUAL METHOD
•Use it carefully, being aware of the problems.  

•Here are some ALM “tricks.” 

•Repetition: “repeat after me.” 

•In!lection: “they are going; she is going.” 

•Replacement: “Mary gave me; she gave me.”  

•Completion: “What ___ Mary give you?” 

•Transformation: “They went. I didn’t go.” 

AUDIO!LINGUAL METHOD

•We can adapt ALM to make it more communicative.  

•Make dialogs about real people, places, and events.  

•Set up responses to be real or truthful.  

•Funny dialogs are also communicative. A. Where’s Mount Rainier?
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B.  It’s south of Seattle. 
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A.  Where are these stadiums?  
B.  They are in south Seattle. 

A.  Where are they going? 
B.  They are going to the original Starbucks. 

A.  Where is she going? 
B.  She is going to the original Starbucks. 

A.  Where are you going later today? 
B.  I’m going to ___. 

???

A. What did Mary give you for your birthday? 
B.  She gave me a new watch.

A. What ___  Mary give you for your birthday? 
B.  She _____ me a new watch.

A.  They went to Starbucks. Did you? 
B.  No, I didn’t go to Starbucks. 

A.  Have you been to _____ ? 
B.  Yes, I have. (No, I haven’t). You? 
A.  Yes, I have. (No, I haven’t) 
B.  (If yes) How did you like it?

???

SUMMARY

•You can use ALM techniques.  

•Know the limitations.  

•Meaning. Cognition. Creativity.  

•Make dialogs interactive and meaningful. 

•Use moderation.  

SPEAKERS -- FRAMEWORK FOR DIALOGS
•Short Term Memory 

•Procrastination 

•Echo 

•Ad Lib 

•Kinesics 

•Elocution 

•Repair (naturally)


