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THE DIRECT METHOD

▸ Key Questions for self-quizzing before and after.  

▸ What group of methods does the Direct Method 
belong to? 

▸ If a teacher uses the Direct Method, what does he 
believe about language learning?  

▸ What famous company uses the Direct Method? 

▸ What are the principles of the Direct Method? 

▸ What are problems with the direct method? 

THEORY - METHODS
•What’s your theory? 

•We acquire languages by 
understanding messages.  

•Plan classes with the four strands. 
(framework) 

•When you have a theory/
framework, you can be a cautiously 
enlightened eclectic teacher. 

BACKGROUND
•From the 1880s, reformers began 

to connect language teaching to 
research about language.  

•Henry Sweet (1845-1912) argued 
that we base teaching methods 
on scienti!ic understanding of 
language and psychology. 

BACKGROUND

•Carefully select what we teach. 

•Limit what we teach.  

•Teach in terms of the 4 skills. 

•Grade materials from simple to complex. 

BACKGROUND
•Reformers also believed: 

•Speaking is primary. Listening comes !irst.  

•We can use phonetics to train teachers. 

•Use sentences in meaningful contexts.  

•Teach grammar inductively.  Avoid translation. 

•Use L1 for simple checks. 

THE DIRECT METHOD

•Reformers: “Do L2 teaching more like L1 learning. 

•This led to the term “natural methods.” 

•And out of this comes the Direct Method.

DIRECT METHOD

•These linguists believed: 

•We can naturally learn language without translation.  

•We can get the meaning with demonstration and action. 

MAXIMILIAN BERLITZ
•Berlitz used this natural approach.  

•He called it the Berlitz Method.  
Highlights: 

•Classes: L2 only.  

•Only everyday vocabulary. 

•Inductive grammar.  

•Teach vocab concretely. 

THE DIRECT METHOD

•What’s the main rule? 

•Have you experienced it? 

•If yes, When? Where? How? 

•How did you like it?

THE RULE

•No Translation! 

•Do we disagree with this? 

•We’ll probably use the L1 in class.  

•Why? When? How much? 

WHAT’S YOUR RULE

•What is your rationale for using the L1 in class? 

•To reassure, build community and rapport. 

•To teach linguistic knowledge that promotes SLA. 

•But how much L1 is right? When is it too much?

IT'S NATURAL

•What do we call Krashen's main 
theory.  

•The Input Hypothesis 

•i + 1 

•comprehensible input

THE RULE

•What is your rationale for using the L2 in class? 

•To give students input.  

•To promote real communication. 

“We acquire 
languages by 

understanding 
messages.” 

Stephen Krashen

THE RULE

•L2 Goal 

•Give Ss as much comprehensible input as possible.  

•L1 Goal 

•Use the L1 only as needed.  

•Goal: More L2 than L1



PROBLEMS
•It overemphasizes the similarities between: 

•natural L1 learning and classroom L2 teaching. 

•The classroom is di"erent (sometimes).  

•The DM puts pressure on teachers: 

•To be native-like, to only use the L2.  

•But wise use of the L1 may be more e"ective. 

PROBLEMS

•Because of these problems, Jack 
Richards says that the Direct 
Method is 

•“the product of enlightened 
amateurism.” 

SHOW THE STUDENTS

•Show meaning through 

•realia, pictures, pantomime, gestures, etc.  

•Give as much extra-linguistic support as possible. 

TOPICS SITUATIONS

•The Direct Method Uses 

•Topics and Situations. 

•If possible, use stories!


