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How 

BIG 
is language? 

“Language is a tool for making tools.”

Language 
creates 

cultures. 

Language makes art. So what?

• So what is language and how can we learn about it? 

• Do linguistics.  

• Grasp the complexity and wonder of language.  

• Become more aware of how we use language. 

• Become a critical thinker about language. 

Goal (indirect)

• Learn about how we learn and teach language.  

• This will be an indirect application of this class.  

• This class is general and theoretical. 



elemental-linguistics.com
What is

linguistics?
The systematic
study of a code

What’s this?
time machine

The Time Machine of Language

• Language is a time machine.  

• Displacement (転位) 

• We can talk future, past, hypothetical, and fantastic. 

Design Features

• Displacement is one of the “Design Features of Language.” 

• The difference between humans and animals.  

•構成特徴

Animal Communication

• Animal Communication 

• What can they do? 

• They are not as good as Cesar, but 
• You'll be surprised!

Kanzi Uses Lexigrams Can Kanzi Speak?

• Kanzi does not make speech sounds. 

• But we do, and. . .  

• phonetics (音声学) is the study of human speech sounds.

Phonology

• Phonology: grammar of sound patterning.  

• designed, worked, wanted  

• Match with the above: /id/ /d/ /t/ 
•音韻論

Morphology

• Do animals have words?  

• Not like us.  

• Morphology (形態論) is about the structure of words.   

• It’s word grammar.  

• hug, huggable, *huggableness, *huggablize

missile

anti-missile

anti-missile missile

anti-anti missile-missile missile

The power of morphology

What’s more powerful than 
morphology?

syntax

Syntax

• Syntax (統語論) refers to the arrangement and form of words.  

• S：主語　V：動詞　O：目的語 

• SVO, VSO, SOV,  VOS, OVS, OSV

Syntax Makes Language Complex



what do you mean?good question!

Semantics

• To make meaning. . .  

• we use words and the complex machinery of syntax.  

• This is semantics (意味論): the study of meaning.  

• We can still say meaningless things with syntax and grammar. 

• “Colorless green ideas sleep furiously.” — Noam Chomsky

What’s a dog? Pragmatics

• Pragmatics (語用論) deals with how speakers use language in 

ways which cannot be predicted from linguistic knowledge alone.  

• Semantics is about word meanings.  

• Pragmatics is about speaker meanings. 

Sociolinguistics

• Sociolinguistics (社会言語学) is the study of language and 

society.

Psycholinguistics

• Psycholinguistics: (心理言語学) the study of language and 

mind. 

Universal Grammar

• Universal Grammar (普遍文法) 

• What is innate about language?

Applied linguistics

• With applied linguistics (応用言語学), we do linguistics for 

language teaching and language policy.

Overview

• These are the topics for this class. They will help us better 

• use, understand, and appreciate the gift of language.


