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Applying Linguistics

By Joseph Poulshock, PhD Who are they?

What do they have to 
do with linguistics?

The Dark Side of Linguistics

• In the 1920s, Franco was the youngest 
general in Spain. Being traditional and 
conservative, he was shocked when, in 
1931, Spain removed the Monarchy and 
replaced it with a republic.

The Dark Side of Linguistics

• A few years later, the conservatives lost 
the elections. Franco and his friends 
tried to take over the government with 
military power. They were only partly 
successful. What followed was the 
Spanish Civil War.

The Dark Side of Linguistics

• Franco received help from Italy and Nazi 
Germany. The Spanish Civil War lasted 
for 3 years.

Guernica (Picasso)

Franco also enforced a strict language policy. In answer to the 
question, “What should we do about language?” he was clear.

The Dark Side of Linguistics

• For legal documents, only Spanish.  No 
minority languages for legal documents. 
Spanish law forbade the use of these 
languages in shop signs, road signs, 
advertising, in schools. The rule was 
clear for all of Spain. “Si eres Español, 
habla Español.”

The Dark Side of Linguistics

• Tragically, Franco applied linguistics 
(decided his language policy) purely by 
political motives. However, from an 
academic perspective, applied linguistics 
can help inform these kinds of “real 
world” policy decisions.

Main ! Points 
• Applied linguists apply knowledge about language in the world. 

They work mainly with language teaching and learning. But they 
also deal with many aspects of language and daily life.
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The Rosetta Stone

Definitions

• According to Schmitt, “Applied linguistics 
is using what we know about (a) 
language, (b) how it is learned and (c) 
how it is used, in order to achieve some 
purpose or solve some problem in the 
real world.” 

• Norbert Schmitt

Definitions

• With applied linguistics,  

• we use linguistic theories, methods, 
and findings  

• to solve language related problems  

• in many areas of experience. 



Generation Question

1. How many languages are spoken in 
Spain? 

1. Spanish (99% 1st or 2nd language) 

2. Catalan (19% 4.1 million) 

3. Galician (5% 2.4 million) 
4. Basque (2% 750,000) 

5. Asturian (350,000) 

6. Aragonese (25,000) 

7. Leonese (20,000?)

Problem: 
What legal and 
educational 
status should we 
give minority 
languages in 
Spain?

Generation Question

1. What is the second largest Spanish 
speaking country in the world?

1. Mexico (121,000,000) 

2. USA (52,600,000)  

3. Colombia (48,000,000) 
4. Spain (46,000,000)
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Language Policy

• Should we “mainstream” the children of immigrants? 

• Give no attention to their first language? 

• Should we teach them to read in Spanish first, and then English?

Language Policy

• It’s easier for kids to read in their L1. 

• After they learn to read their L1, they can more easily read the L2 . 

• The L1 reading skills form the basis for L2 skills.  

• If leaders want these children to participate in American life, they can 
learn English more easily by learning to read in Spanish first!

Education and AL

• First-language education 

• Second-language education 

• Foreign-language education 

• Clinical Linguistics 

• Deaf education 

• Language-testing

English Mania and Testing (Jay Walker)

The High Test (gaokao)

• Critics say the exam 

• promotes rote learning 

• hobbles creativity  

• leads to enormous psychological strain  

• favors students from large cities and 
well-off families 

• nytimes.com 6/30/2012
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Testing

• “Endless test prep is the number one 
reason that students come to my class 
hating to read. They don’t think test prep 
is one kind of reading; they think it is 
reading.” 

• Donalyn Miller — The Book Whisperer

Testing

•“The institutional focus on testing and 
canned programs drains every ounce of 
joy from reading that students have or 
will have in the future” 

• Donalyn Miller — The Book Whisperer

Testing

•“I teach those [testing] concepts, but all 
of the skill-based reading instruction in 
the world will not stick with students if 
they are never expected or allowed to 
practice reading with books” 

• Donalyn Miller — The Book Whisperer

Work and Law

• Workplace communication 

• Language planning 

• Forensic linguistics

Linguistic Lie Detector Art, Interpretation, & Persuasion

• Discourse Analysis 

• Lexicography 

• Translation 

• Stylistics 

• Design & Typography

Typography & Linguistics

• How does typography communicate 
meaning? 

• Graphetics: What are the physical 
properties of written signs? 

• What is the relationship between the 
message and its typographical form?
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Milk Splash Typography 

by jaysquall

Hello typography test 

by syolel-o3

WAR typography 

by Bella-B

welovetypography.com

Application: RISE-&-GO!
• Retrieval 

• Interleaving 

• Spacing 

• Elaboration 

• & 

• Generation 

• Opining Positively (Growth Mindset)

Retrieval & Interleaving

• With RETRIEVAL, we recall from memory words, grammatical structures, 
ideas, events, and stories.  

• Flash cards, simple quizzes, and self-quizzes are good ways to do 
retrieval practice.  

• With INTERLEAVING, we mix different batches or units of content as we 
do retrieval practice.

Spacing

• With SPACING or spaced-practice, we do retrieval after a space of time, 
after some forgetting sets in. 

• Contrast spacing with massed-practice or cramming.  

• Spacing and retrieval feel harder. But the effort produces learning.  

• Flash cards or self-quizzing are good ways to do retrieval, interleaving, 
and spacing. 

Elaboration

• With ELABORATION, we make new material meaningful by putting it in 
our own words. 

• Connect the new information with what you know. 

• Make your own sentence with new words. 

RISE-&-GO with Music RISE-&-GO (Applied Linguistics)

• My study of Japanese. 

• App: StickyStudy 

• Try to retrieve the j-word.  

• Interleave lists of words. 

• Use spacing. 



Generation and Opining

• With Generation, we try to solve a 
problem before seeing the solution.  

• Trial and error learning.  

• Make brain more receptive. 

• Opine positively. 

• Fixed mindset 

• Growth mindset. 

The End
• With applied linguistics, we apply the 

RISE-&-GO principle for language 
learning and teaching.  

• But as we’ve seen, applied linguistics 
affects many areas of our lives on a daily 
basis:  

• politically (discourse analysis; language 
policy), health-wise (clinical linguistics), 
and romance (stylistics and typography 
— in love letters). 

/
2 -. /


