
Applied Linguistics

Can You Learn 
Language in Class?

Lecture 13 (Part 2)

Interaction is 
Negotiating  
for Meaning

Main 🔑 Points 
We can promote SLA with interaction, negotiating for 
meaning, and (i + 1). In this process, we acquire grammar 
rules in predictable sequences. As we acquire through i + 1, 
we can deliberately focus on grammar at the end (or 
inductively) after using it in real communication, and lastly 
we can acquire language as we focus primarily on 
meaningful messages through content-based instruction.

(1) Interaction

• Michael Long’s interaction 
hypothesis 

• Interact in conversation.  

• Negotiate for meaning.  

• Create comprehensible input. 

BANANA!

May I have a 
banana please?

May I have a 
banana please.

What 
was your 

first 
word?

(1) Interaction and i + 1

• Remember: When we interact, we get more input. (i + 1) 

• Thus, interaction supports the input hypothesis. 

Teachability: 
Ready for 
the Point!

(2) Teachability

• Teach based on developmental sequences. 

• “teachability of language is constrained by what the learner is 
ready to acquire.” — Manfred Pienemann 

• Know your students' level, (and know your level).  

• Teach what Ss are ready to learn (what you are ready for). 

(2) Teachability

• We only know a few developmental sequences. 

• Sometimes students aren’t ready for a particular grammar point. 

• If  you can’t “get it,” then come back to it later. 

(2) Teachability

• What is teachability? 

• How can we apply the idea? 

• Do extensive reading. 

The Scientific Education Group (SEG) 
Dr. Akio Furukawa

ilinguist.net/seg/

UG is 
Our Gift for 
Grammar

With access to UG or 
not, we still can 

acquire grammar. 

(3) Grammar by the End

• What is task-based teaching? What is extensive reading? What is 
content-based teaching? 

• These are meaning focused approaches.  

• But learners can still benefit form-focused instruction.  

• After a meaning focused lesson, do “Grammar by the End.” 

(3) Grammar by the End

• We need some form-focused instruction. 

• Students make mistakes. 

• Correct mistakes through feedback and instruction. 

• The Noticing Hypothesis (Schmidt, 1990)

Self-Guided Interviews 
Write down 5 questions you want to ANSWER.  When ready, give your questions to your partner. Your PARTNER will ASK you the questions. 

Example: What is your favorite color? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

How can we 
do grammar 
by the end 
with self-
guided 

interviews?

Try this…

Content Class 
English Cursing



(4) Content-Based Instruction

• Two-for-one 

• (1) Learn subject matter.  

• (2) Learn language.
Learn about justice.

Learn the language of justice. 

Learn about Wooden.
Learn language about Wooden.

A Coach  fo r  L i fe  (Par t  2-3)

        

     (A) In college, he played for Purdue University, and in the summers, he had to work to 

pay for school. In 1932, his team became first in the nation, and he was named the national 

player of the year. For studies, Wooden was in the top 20 of all students in the university. He 

studied English, and he had the highest grades of all student athletes.  

     After finishing college, Wooden taught high school English and coached sports. But in 

1948, UCLA invited him to coach their basketball team. He described his job not as a coach, 

but as a teacher. His first lesson was always the same. He taught players how to put on their 

socks and tie their shoes. He taught them to protect their feet. In this way, Wooden 

emphasized the basics. He wanted his teams to get the basic and most important things 

right. By mastering the basics, Wooden helped each player reach their full success.   

But John Wooden explained success in a special way. He said that success is peace of 

mind. This peace comes from self-satisfaction. This satisfaction comes from knowing this: 

You tried to become the best that you can be. Notice the comparison. You don’t compare 

yourself with others. You compare yourself with your best self.  

(B) John Wooden was like a father to his players. And he followed his father’s ways of 

teaching lessons for life. When Wooden finished grade school, his father gave him a hand-

written note. It said.  

1. Be true to yourself. 

2. Make each day your masterpiece. 

3. Help others. 

4. Drink deeply from good books, especially the Bible.  

5. Make friendship a fine art.  

6. Build a shelter against a rainy day.  

7. Pray for guidance, count and give thanks for your 

blessings every day. 

Coach Wooden carried this message in his pocket 

every day. He carried it until it wore out. Then he made 

copies of it, and he carried it for his whole life. It was the 

message by which he tried to live. And like his father, 

Wooden also created a special message for his players. 

Wooden summarized his message for success in a 

special teaching tool. He called it the “Pyramid of Success.” 

And he passed this message on to all his players. It teaches values like cooperation, 

friendship, loyalty, and self-control. Sometimes players didn’t take the Pyramid of Success 

seriously at first. But later in life, they often remembered its valuable lessons. (Read more at 

ReadOasis.com.)

ReadOasis Step SE 1 >> 2 << 3 4 5
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WORD FOCUS:  L IST NEW OR HARD WORDS

athletes  
Purdue University 

self-satisfaction 
masterpiece

PAIRED READING FOR FLUENCY

When we practice fluency, we use language that we already know.  
1. In pairs, Partner A reads out loud from “A” for 60 seconds. Partner B listens.  
2. When you hear the alarm, stop reading. Mark the place where you stop! 
3. Partner A, repeat steps 1-2. How many MORE words did you read the second time? Answer: ______. 
4. Partner B do steps 1-3. 

1. Fluency 
2. Feedback 
3. In a Story
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(4) Content-Based

• French immersion in Canada 

• Students develop fluency. 

• High levels of listening 
comprehension and 
confidence IMMERSION: a method of teaching a 

foreign language by the exclusive use of 
that language, usually at a special school.

IMMERSION

(4) Content-Based

• French immersion programs 

• Failed to achieve 

• advanced grammar and 
production 

• Rarely pushed to be more 
accurate IMMERSION: a method of teaching a 

foreign language by the exclusive use of 
that language, usually at a special school.

IMMERSION

(4) Content-Based: Summary

• We increase exposure to 
language, and this creates  

• a genuine need to 
communicate

(4) Content-Based: Summary

• Motivates students 

• They want to acquire language 
to understand content. 

• Works best with appropriate 
focus on form


